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TIIE VICK-P-lBSStDENCY. AGAIX.
Democracy mlght well haye'embracod

the chance to show that it, at least,
attached due dlgnity and lmportance
to tho vice-prosidency, but apparently
it does not contemplate doing so. There.

promises to be a .-.cramble for thls of¬

fice at Denver which wlll make tlie

Ejmllnr scramhle at Chlcago appear
like a children's gambol. Thlrty-nine
.Democrats. we belleve, have already
declared themselves, or beon declared.
as candldates. T,hat fact alone reveals

I an unfortunato lack of appl-eclatlon
lef tho distlnctlon of thls offlce. Many
.of these men' can hardly be known
outside of thelr own States, countles
or distrlcts. That they serlously as-

jplre to thelr party's noujlnatlon for
!the vice-presldency mnkes lt obvlous
that they don't thlnk much of thc_ po-
pltlon anyway; nnd In thls the polltlc
ipentiment of thelr acknowledged l_ad-
.rs unhapplly bears them out. Thero-

j fore, men seek the second placo con-

fldently who would not lift nn eye to
tho flrst place ln a thousand years;
While the three or four men entltied

/ to conslderatlon for the flrst place
announco wlth unconcealed pride that
they would not touch tho second place
,wlth an insulated llghl.uing-rod.
Now, natlonal standlng belng con-

pM--red as lndlspensnble, thero are not
thirty-nhie men ln eithor parly who
j_re worthy of the nomination to the.
v|ce-presldency. There are not nliic.
Thero is not one. if we except the
country's next ex-Presldent. so illustrl-
Ons. so rlch ln honors, that that nomi¬
nation is npt worthy of hlm. The Idea
that the oi'fieo is something for little
men to sqimbble over nnd for big
.men to figh. away. wlth a stlck is as

falla/iious and puerile as a f-tepuhllfau
campaign book. Flve Vlee-Presldents
ln slxty-elght yeara have sueceedpd
to the presldency. Upon thls ratlo,
the melancholy, but practical, fact is
polnted out that the lleutenant has al¬
most ono chance in three of stepping
npward to the chlof place. But apart
from thif, the knowledge that- h. is
cleemed worthy of the second h|gli__i
offlce withln1 the glft of somo 7,000.000
voters should be ample rewaru to the
mun to whom ihe ultlmate trlumph is
as yet denled.

The orlglnal conreptlon of the
fo.nders of the Unlted States, under
¦which the vice-presldency went to tho
presldentla] candidate recelvlng th«
next highest number of votes, mlght
vell be a'dapted to tho party noml.

..pating system. The tendency to award
,«Jlie nomination as a sop to some pnwer-
! ful and dlsgruntled Stato. with a favor-
j ite son, or to place It for geographical,
\ Btrateglc and vote*-catching reasons,
j Without regard to tha man, has beon
rushed to extravagant and unsoemjy

Jjengths. Thtj.-party, candidate for the
». ,vice-presld«noy sho'uld not represent
.mere expediency,'a truckling to com-
promlse and a desire to "balance the
tlcket," which seldom succeeds. He

': ehould, ldeally, he the mnn who would
have been named to the presidency but
for the fact that there was one other
.,Whom hls party set abovo him,

(IA. PHLUAnY-CONVB.VT-O-V 'cOMDIN _,-

\ ,TIOX FI_A_Y.

j It appears from a further letter from
jjRobert XV. Withers, which Is prlpted
elsewhere on thls page, that his plan
Ifor weldlng the convention and pri-
jinary systeros Jjito a consolidated lm-
Iprovement of both Is a modlfled form
|of that r.ecommended by the subcom-
tmittee at the Roanoke convention. This
j recommendation, as Mr. Withers re-

jbearses, retalns the prlmary for nials-
jing nominations, for the sako of its
.conclusivc-ness, and rotains the con-

;yentlon as a permanent means of or*

'.ganlzation and for the highly neces¬

sary work of making platform, ap-
polntlng committees, etc. Y>rlth such
.«, system no sensible man wlll be in-
| cllned to .uariel. The prlmary oo*
Tloualy cannot do orjjanlzlng and con*
atructlve work.' which work certalnly
must bo done; r.nd there has bocn no

move that wo know of to take theso
dutles from the party conventlon or to
abolish that Institution altogether as

iuperfluou.s.
Mr. Wlthers's proposed modlflcatloh

ef thls plan is almed to obvlato the
fallure of the prlmary to insure a ma¬

jority vote wfcere there are three 'or
more candidate.. ln thls event, he
.would de'e-gato the noiulnatlng power
to the conventlon under certain regu-
Xatlons, which his letter fully dotalla.
These rc-gulatior.s seem to us unneces-
parily, compllcated, if wo have graspeti
them arlght, iiarticitlarly that part bl
them which allows a candldato once
liropped to bo put back ln nomination.
.The wish to hold deleuates to thc
jiopular vote of thelr alf.iriets as lonfi
*ii posslble ls, ot rourse, cmlnently
^ound, But why1 should not the strengtl
.f each dropped candirlat-i he supces*
tplvely and cumulatlvdy applied to the
ptronger contestants in th.. luttVest oi

Jprompt results? Better yet, why drag
fn the convention, wltb lts Incvllable
4nvltatIons to proxlo4 "-.'ranBament-
"?tft5 <ja»;;j»J_a_S;C».efe? Vft'fcr.. t, i*-

(¦eft.'oi.Jis.HiM) to referrlng th* matter
ngaln io th* pooplo Iti ,n, second pri¬
mary, .vhich (.hall he' h«M Immediately
after tho flrst _.n<\ without n dollar
spent tor further cflmpnlgnln*** between
them, anil to -*Vhlch only tho two hlgh¬
eat randldnles siialt t>e eliglble?
[ Our oorrespondent's able and Inlel-
llgent ejcposltlon' of hls' vlowa on thla
Important mattor are Interesting to us,
and wo hopo to^oilr ;-ead*r«. Wo nro

glad, to gK'e "Spnffi to them. even nt
some length, But every word or hls
letter makes lt plnln thnt, whatever
modlflcntlons ond restrlctlons ho may
propose, ho emphntleally npprovos the
esecntlnl prlnclple of the prlmnry for
maklng nomlnations, as do we, nnd
ns emphatlcn'Uy condem'ns the essontlal
prlnclple of "tho convention. Ho Is
careful to polnt out how hls schemt.
"dlffers from the North Carollna plan,"
whlch plnr/, It wln, be remembercd,
ellclted our orlglnal fomments upon
tho obnoxiousnoss, actual or potentlal,
of the nominating convention. Tbere¬
fore, wo nre aomewhat at a Iobs to
account for that recent. "sense of ela-
tlon" with whlch he doscrlbed himself
os Joyfully barklng to tho task of
knocking a little sense into us.

/, OXE noi,i,ui A WORD.
Mr. Roosevelt lsn't much of awriter.

Shameless vlllalns havo hlnted that hp
lsn't much of a naturnllst. Yet hot-
hended publishers ore trampllng each
other to death atr_Oy»t__j.-'Bay ln the
rush to buy his^Afrlcan big-gatne ar-
tloles at $1 a word. lf this seerris
inconslstent with the reported slump
ln Mr.; Rposevelt's, autographs, we.
can't help'itl ?No'lhlrigr is'¦'. conslstent
nhout Mr. Roosevelt, not even the re¬

ports.
At $1 a word, tho te'mptatlon to

pad should bo cnormous. To Mr.
Roosevelt, a natural poddcr, con-

genitally llberal wlth his adjectlves, 1t
should prove well-nigh irreslstlble. But
we nro confident that he will not only
rcslst it, but will go further and count
compound words as one.

Tho maghltudo of tha proffer cannot
fail to dnzzle him. Mr. Roosevelt's
mnln ambltlons and energies havo not
been glven to literature. as Mr. Taft
is aware, yet h'e.can snlff at most of
those who'..havo glven their Jlves to

becoming masters bf that art.
The jiUlablo cases ot' MUton and

Goldsrrjlth"fire too well known to bear
cltatlon, but they are typlcal. McCluje's
Magnzlae, wo belleve, paid Tennyson
$1,000 for a sixteen-line poem once

upon a tlme, but after'that eonr.es a

long gap. Dlsraoli's helrs got a dollar
word for a posthumotts frngment,

ancl here agaln the statesmnn wns nn

asset to the author.
Of the high-pricfd modcrns of tho

best-seller class, Conan Doyle has got-
ten 150 cents a word, apd Kipling 35.
Kooth Tarkington is said to stand so-

rure upon the 25-cent mark. But
ppeaking by and large, the best worl.
o£ very well known wrlters indeed
can ..ordlnarlly. be bought for 10 cents
a word,;and doWn.'/
At *.! a word, nearly any of those

message6 last winter would have
netted its autbor .25,000. Yet Con¬
gress got them nll for nothing, and
seemed tn think that was hlgh.

THE Plt. If"****l*B IN **»IINXBSOTA.
The Ropubllcansvof Mlnnesota have

put up'for Governor a man who eats

ple wlth hls kaife, and predlctlons are

ihnt he will sweep the State clean as

platter. A. ple-entlng man is a

strong card In any ease,-but-a man who
eats. it wlth his knlfe ls' invinclblo.
Few States appreclnte these subtle
bonds of the plaln people so well as

Mlnnesota. There, tadvorsarles hootad
nt John A: Johnson as "tho washer-
woman's son," and the slogan mado
hlm Governor. Whether lt would be
strong enough to be.ir down tho tre-
mendous pass-word of Jacoljson wlU
never be known, for Johnson is not
runnlng. Jacobson, with an army of
Northwestern ple-lovers at hls back,
will eat hls way into the Statehouse,
and Mlnnesota, made Democratlo by
"the poorhouse, candlcjate," wlU swlng
Republican again under tho hacks of
a strong man'a pastry knlfe.
The vaunted solldity of the South ls

as nbthing to tho soVdlty of the ple-
lovers. "Where tho issue of thelr favor¬
ite dlsh ls in any way ralsed, as be¬

tween rlval candidates, they vote as

one man. Spllts among thom ara un-

thlnkable except tho splltting of well-
browned kivvers. No bolts are ever

known except the steady bolting of

ple. Coheslvo. healthy and happy,
splendidly organlzed and resolute ln all
weathers, tlv?y hold tho balance ot

power throughout America,. and sway

the destlnles and the glorles. Hpw
they would faro in a face-to-face con¬

test with tho baseball rans of America
could bo estlmated ooly by those who

know what happens when an irreslst¬
lble force meets an lmmovablo body.
llapplly, tho lssue will never be ralsed,
for the two" colossal classes ara one.

Every ple-lover may not bea fan, but

every fan ls a lover of ple.that. In¬

deed,' wlth. bottled pop and peani.ts,
being hls only known source ot nutrl-
ment,
Tho only hopo wo. can see for the, dls-

mayed Democrats of Mlnnesota is to

.put up. n man who drinks pot-llcker
out of the pot.

_____

now mucu Hir.iiER waii they
go.

Greed, Bllly. rivalry and the quest
for notorlety aro comblnlng to throw

the ekysorapor lovel in New YorJ*
rldlculously and dangerously hlgh. The
newest archltectural freak ln hand 1*

the Equitable Building, whlch ls tc

stand stjUy-two storles and over 1.00C
feet from foundnllon to flagpole. Intc
It.wilJ. be packed some 10,000 humar

belngs, whosa concontratlon at one

polnt will enhance tho congestlon ol

an already. over-orowded nroa ant
further help to swamp the clty's trans-

portatlon facilltles.
Why tha llfe Insuranco companlei

should hava become, tlie principa)
actora ln tha tall-buildlng axtra

.: vacsi-sss la tiWtvD* tm mut. The Uv

does not look wlih fn.vor upon tho In¬
vestment of polley-holdors' money ln
resi ^.tnt-., nnd llu. flctlon «_h_.t these
overgrown spncltnens aro for the com¬
pany's ownJusa'I's.too fllmsy to r.qulre
notice. Morcover, the.io buildings sol-
dom psy. They nro polntod out to
vlsltors from tho country, which ls ad-
vertjslng'after a fashlon, and thero
thelr merlt onds. Firo rtbove tho water
lino is ono of tholr over present dan-
gors... which, lf It once eventunted,
mlght glva the country such a holo-
caust ns lt has happlly never seen.
Thls In only a posslhillty. The shudow
of-darkness and nlrlossness which they
throw about them llko a pall is a cer-
tainty. And so ls lt cerinln that they
are unslghtly nnd hldeous monstrosl-
tles, monuments to money madaeas
nnd affronts to good senso and ' good
toste.

lf New Yorkors Insist on squeezlng
a square foot of land for nll that the
trafflc wlll bear, nll other consldern-
tlons belng ignored, why do not the
bullding laws stop In and put a'Hmlt
on thelr folly?.

THE AHI.-.R ,OF IVOni.E THINGS.
(Selected for The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
"If the ligHt that is in theo be dark-'ness, how great is that darkness!"-.Matt. vl. 23.
'I'thlnk tha darkness of which our

Lord speaks means the dlfllculty of
seeing sln.. I understand Him to mean
that it is never so difflcult to see sln
as when it comes from somethlng
really good In the man. There are
vlces which come from an evil nature;
these are at once detected nnd con-
demned. But thero are vlces which
orlglnate ln the' vefy goodness of the
soul. How mnny a young man ls led
astray by hls generous lmpulses! He
taikes to tho wlne cup, not from any
love of, tho-wlne, but from the sheer
love of fellowship. > He oxceeds tn hls
potatlons, not to pamper hlmself, but
to keep up the good cheer of others.
He says moro than he means, not be¬
cause he is decoltful, but because he
'wants to. make peoplo happy. He
gives promises; ln tdvance of his abil¬
ity, not from any weakncss of prln-
clple, but just bocaiise the warm im-
pulse of the moment is too strong for
him.
The poet spoakp pc belpg led astray

hy a llght from heaven., That is what
Chrlst means by" the llght withln a
man being darkness. He means that
a colder nature -tfould corpmlt fewer
lapses ln rlghteousness. But He says
also that, just because the young man's
sln comes from. somethlng nohle ln
hls- nature, it- is specially difTicult for
his friends, or even for hlmself, to
detect lt. The llght from which lt pro-
ceeds obscures lt, hldes It, darkens lt,
Nothlng, says- Jes'us, vells sln from
our slght like Its orlglnatlcn in brll-
liant qualities. Tha man's comrades
actually Imitate hls faults. If they saw
In the street a dogrnded, drunken crea-
ture, worn ln llmb and tattered ln
garment, they would suy, ''What a ter-
rlblo thlng is..thls human lniquity!"
But when theyi see. a brllllant youth
heated Into extra lustre and made to
sparklo wlth advontltlous flre, when
they see hls natural ,good nature en-
hanced and hls genlal glow made rud-
dier, t.ien.mlsery ls cloaked-in llght
and vlco gets a temple In the soul.

It Is hard for a man to detect hJs
brother's sln when it ls wreathed
round one of tho gifts of God.
Lord, thy psalmlst has said. "Cleanse

me from secret faults!".-faults tn the
dark. My secret faults aro the faults
which come from my vlrtues;, cleanse
me frojpi these, O Lord! Thou hast set
many llghts ln the upper chamber;
may they never lead me wrong! Thou
hast glven me a power of satlre to lash
what Is mean; let'me never use.it on
the seftsltive heart! Thou hast glven
me a power of manner to greet a
friend; let me nover thereby decelve
the soul of Innocence! Thou hast glven
me a love of eompanlonshlp; let lt
never launch me into perllous depths!
Thou hast glven me a little mirror
called self-respect that I may keep
all stain from my attire; let it never d.-
generate into pride of heartl I Wouid
not have sln en|#r in by the iront
door.by tbe very plllars ot my house.
I would not have my game tarnlshed.
whatever else be tarnlshed. Let not my
llght bo the darkness! Keep' the
st-tfn from my star! Let me blight not
by my bloom, ruffle not by my rose,
wound not by my wealth, slay not by
my song, corrupt not by my courage,
tempt not bj- my tenderness, begulle
not by mybeauty, debase not by my
devotlon, lower not by my love! Th?
llghts which' come from Thee should
be llghts to Paradlse; let them not lead
me into temptatlon, O Lord!

We herewlth warn'.the Paragraphersr
Unlon that the "Bathing Suits One-Half
Off" group of jokes is .barred this.year
under the statute of l'imitatlons. The
penalty for iofrlnging thls orjler will
be two wcelfcs' denlal of tho Oyster.Bay
group prlvlleges.
The Washlngton Post.thlnks that "If

Harry Thaw were tq go Into the coal
business, ns he has threatened to do,
he would be just crazy enough to glve
hls customers full weight." The Post
ls evidontly determlned to keep Harry
ln tho asylum.
"Court Grlps Ahearn Fast ln Hls

Seat," says a New York .World, head-
Une. Next timo, perhaps," Ahearn wlll
havo tho courage t^stdhd'faco to face
wlth the court llko a'-rnan.*

Incldentally, Oystsr Bay ondeavors to
name Clnclnnatl, Ohlo, as Its suce'esaor-
but we dlvulge no,:cpnft4ence l_i declar-
Ing that Llncoln, Neb., wlll' not move
to make lt unanlmpus.

Probably John Wesley Gatnes would
mind hls defeat more if lt did not come
from the State that thought "F. B."
Taylor a better sehatorlal representa-
tlvo than Edward R. Carmack.

Taft has fullen.off two and a half
pounds since hls nomination,'* which
looks llko an omp'n. Tho big follow
may fall off altogether nex*t November.
For tho benefit of those Svho'sefrlends

havo gone to Denver,wa ,take pleasiiretn announclng that, contrary to com¬
mon roports, the air will bo free.

"'' ¦.-'¦ *'

lt no name has yet been glven to
that new gun wlilch shoots 1,200 tliiies
a mlnute. how about callli)S it the
Roosevelt?

Well, as far as that goes, what is'Ji.U-a f*n,---i*tt-> ot Mx«, JPankhuritl __.-.-

rnvB-soxos oiv thb rovntJl.

DEARKATB, you know 1 lovo you.
Tliat!

(A giant-crackor poppcd)
There's nono I put above you.-List.

(A ginnt-cracker poppcd)
I lovo your oyes so aweet nnd dark,
I lovo your volca ao like a lark,
And most I lovo your llptt.But hark!

(A glnnt-crnckor poppod.).
I thlnk of you each mlnute.Crash!

(A glnnt-crncker poppod)
I'd lovo to have you In It.Smaahl

(A g)ant-cracker popped)
0 for a chance to smooth this groucli
ln your kind eyoa, or In ono amouch
If fnte wns good, eh. dear?.But ouch!

(A glant-oracker popped.)
1 cannot alng.you moro now.Bang!

(A giant-craclcer popped)
1*11 havo to niiit lt sure now.Whnng!

(A glant-cracker poppod) \'
1*11 hnvo to leave tho rest unsald..
Tho doctor's strnpped me, on the bed:
For on my stunned and 1.1eedlng hend

A glant crncker popped.
H. S. H.'

MERELY .TOKING.

.tCovrl
Mrs. Dowho: "You looked sv^fully fnol-

lsh when you nsked me to marry you."
Mr. Downe: "I dldn't look half as foollsh

ai r wns.".Illustraled Blts.

Tlie Kxceptlon.
Church: "Tho tlme is near at hand tvhen

n!l nature will smlle."
Gotham: "All nature? How about the

weeplng wlllow?".Yonkcrs Statesman.

Another Word.
"Dld you aay ha was a crafty polltlclan?"
"No," nnswered Senator Sorghum, "not

crafty, merely grafty.".Washlngton Star.

Unconflnlng lt.
'Lot Joy bo unconflned," snld thls master

,of corcmonles.
"I'm pulllng the cork now," answered

the keeper of tho goods..Blrmlugham Age-
licrajd.
Tho Ghost Walked.
"Why nre you forever hummlng that

.Meiry Wldow' waltz?"
"Because lt hauntsme."
"No wonder; you aro forover murdering

lt.".PIck-Me-Up.
Amenlties ln 1'nsi.ln*..
Tho Lady In tlie Bonnet: "IC I'd a nco

like yourn I'd so an' 'ang rayself."
Tho Lady In Ihe Hat: "An* If I'd a flce

llko yourn I'd walk Uackwards for tho rest
o' me natcheral.".Skctch.
Sure l'roof.

Hyker: "Brownlng's wlfo must be an In-
tellectuai woman."

Pykor:' *'Wliy do you thlnk co?"
Hyker "I notlce ho soldom has any but-,tons on hls clothes.".Homo Uerald. ''

.¦--.--,-,-.

IHE VEKDICI OF THE GALLERY.

AN Ohlo paper ramlnds Mr. Bryan that
no Cinclnnatl man has ever been de¬
feated for Pr*sldo_nt. In other words,tho country has thls year an opportunityv.-hlch has been tho 'dream of lts 111c..

HcUStOll 1'OSt.
. . '.

The papers tell of a man out of work whdknows no fear, and offcrs to tacklo fover,suake blte, electrlc volts, amputatton or
wni-.for a consideration. Ho seems lo beJust the man to go and ask Bryan to let
scme ono else have a chance..New YorkEvening Tost.

?__.'» .

Schoolteochers are sald to bo long-llved,
as a clajis. Some hnve to he in order to
get the Increased salarles promised them..
Cleveland Leader.

Mr. t-chwnh may be rlght when he savsthat all tho rich men. aro honest, but we
fear he will never see the dav whon all hon¬
est men are rioh..Washlngton Post.

The sheath skirt ls sald tn be extremelyImmndeat, lujt everybody wants lo see lt so
as io be sure on the aubjocl..Washlngtonrimes.

Oyster Bay ls something of a magnet thls
year. hut only archaeologl.ts will go there
next summer..Houston Post.

After her i;econd experlment Anna Gould
may be ennvinred that some rakes aro no
nelp to grass wldow*..Washlngton Post.

PERSONAL AND GENERAJL.
The cmalle*. of majnmals ls tho shrew.

nnctural, mouseliko creaturei, that hunt for
worms and Inseets ln woods and Theadowg,An eggshell would mako a commodious barnfor a mother and her little ones.

Captaln Parker. U. S. N, who arrlved atTutilo on the steamer Annapolls. on May18th. formally look over h|fl ntw dutles a.
governor on May 21, rellevlng Cnptaln C. B.T. Moore, U. S: N., who had admlnlsteredthu affalrs of the Islands for some tlme past.

Sergeant-Major Robert Elllot, of the Eng-ilf-h army, now in hia elghty-second year.hns been awarded the Royal Vlctorlan medalfor the longist contlnuous servlce of anyman-ever In ihe military servlce of GreatBrilaln. Major Elllot's aervlco extends asfar back as January, 1S42:
Durlng the year 1907 «,483 new Indus.fries were reported in the South, comparedwlth 8,411 ln 190., which was tho bestrecord ever mado. Tho leadlng States werelexas, 1.3S3; Oklahoma, 794, and Vlcglnla,Tennessee, North Carollna. Alabama andArkansas from 400 to 650 each.
A Trlnldad sugar planter has, after sev-eraj years of experlments, arrlved at theconclusion that a superlor arttcle of papeican be made from tho bagasse of sugarcr.r.e. as also of the bagasse of other planlsof thal dlstrlct. It. u stated that h_> haser.cted paper works ln connection wlth hlssugar factory, at an expense of ..88,000.
The number of boxes of matehes pro-duced ln tho federal dlstrlct of Brazll in1-07 was.203.041.400. of whlch 189,(-59.000

were wool and 12,432.400 w'ax matehes. Thestamp reyetiue waa .1.218.384, or about slx-ttr.ths of a. cent per box. Tha output Isused in the district Itself. Tho match taxolone amoupts to a Uttle over .1.50 for eachman, woman and chlld.
The populatlon of French Gulana, accord¬ing t0 the census of 1901, was 32 908, 'ofwhom 2,059 were gold hunters in thewoods.EXrect and rapld means of communlcation¦With the interlor aj-p lacking, thore belng norailroads except a few mlles in the penalsottlomcnt. whlch r.nntalns 6,290 persons.Pcsial oommunloatlon ls maln'alned twicea, weel* wlth tho princlpal towns. .<*
The old Emperor of Austrla pays h\ccok, Perakl. $10,000 a year salary. Thlssame Porskl was once tbo coolc of CountRhelngaum, and mnnr,*' years ago, when the_Fn.pe._r of Austrla waa dlnlng wlth thj>count, ho was struck wlth the way a cer¬tain boars head was cooked. and deslredtliat, the chef should be compllrttentod. Twodays afterward a huge packlng casa arrlved.a. Schoenbrun wllh Count Rhelngaum'sccmpllments. On belng opened the caso wasrcundto. contaln Perskl. a blt breathless,but otherwlsa all rlght. The Emperor laugh-ea at the Joke. accepted the glft. nnd Per-ski has hoen tho royal chef over since.

PAPEK FROM BAGASSE.
Great Resulta Clalmed for a 'Trlnldarl

Inventlon.
Consul-General Rlchard Gueother, ofFrankfort, furqlshes tho followlng lnforma¬

tlon. publlshed In a German Journpl, con¬
cernlng tha Inventlon of a, Trlnldad plan-tor for the mapufacture of paper from
sugar-icane bagasse:

For along tlme tho bagasse had beenoxperlmented wlth In order to make cel-
lulos. out of it for paper manufaotujlng,but wlthout auccess. n Is now reported that
a Trlnldad sugar planter has, aftor soveral
years of experlment., arrlved at the con¬
clusion that a suporlor artlole of paper can
be made from the baga_iso of sugar-cano,
ss also. of tho baga.se of othor plants of thaldl.tiict. It is siotc-d that ha has orectod
poper works ln connection wlth hls sugarfuctory qt an expanse ot *fS5,000. «

The bagasse, after having beon tl_.ee
tlmes ground nnd proased ln sugar presses,ls carrled, automatlcnjly, to tho paper mlli
and ls thoro treated'by a procoss of tha ln-
ventor. It lsthen bo||od for severai hours,
passed through rotutlng mlllstones, put Into
tjje usual machines for manufacturlng paper
pulp. and aftorwards cut up under hydraullo
pressure.

The'Inventor clslms that 84 per cent. of
thu bagasse ls tran.formed into paper pulp,
and he helloves that hia Inventlon will
rovi.lutlon!.* the i-nne-sugar Industry, a« lt
wculd bo remuner.i'Jvo to plant sugnr-nane
Pllmaally for maklng paper, wlth tho sugar
a» a by-product, Sugar maklng would
agaln become very romunnratlva, nn bagusse,
fo,- fuel, hnd approxlmately a valuo nf only
¦Jl'.oiu .1.80 pnr ton.
Tho cost of paper pioduotlon by thls pro¬

coss is sald to bo very iow, aa tho surpbu
Hifum of tha sugar mllls ean bo ullllzsd,
Tho valuo of tho paper mado from tho ba-
gassa ls estimuiod to ho .24 per ton. Durlng
tbo tim« that pa sugar Is mado^ths pnpar
mll'ls k«pt runnjng by u.ing othar matarlal.
round In the dlstrhu for pap«.r maklng,
bar.ana bagasse, paragra.a''.ufftoi»t and Ihot
tot othep ftberg,

1& fti fr V ? ,0 .»
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I.orrt Ruthven. F'.if rlcntoil From Flnmi.

rliil .-lltl-'iil.lt'M, Dcnccuilcd I'riuii
Pcer Wlio Won li.i.illc.il. <1 |/i

Murder of Illr/lo.
LORD RUTHVEN has nt length ef-

fected a compromlse wlth tha
trustees of tha marriage seltle-
ment of hls eldest son, the mns-
ter of Ruthven, aurt tlie war¬

rant which had been Issued by the
Hcotch courts for hls Imprlsonment on
charges of contetnpt.of court has beenwltlulrawn. Lora Ruthven (whose
name, by. the by, should not be pro-notinced as spelt, but nt lf wrltten
"Klvve.n") got Into nll klnds of flnan¬
clal dlfllcullies somo yeniN ago, and
secured the percalsslon of hls eldest.
sqn to sell one of the Gcotch estatos
entaljcd to the peerage. The master
of Ruthven guvo h_. consent to a sale,
from whlcli nearly $500,000 was rea-
llzed, on the understandlng thnt hls
fnther should hnve somethlng over
$.100,000 and that ho hlmself should
have the remalnder, to reprosent hls
lnterest In the property, Lord Ruthven
found that hls $300,000 would not be
sufflclent to extrlcato hlm from hls
dlmculties. Accordlngly, J.e begged
hls eldest son to nllow hlm to have the
remeinlng $200,000, agreelng In return
to transfer to hlm. or rather to the
trustees of hls marrlago settlement, hls
Marperstown estate, ln County Wex-
ford, Ireland; ,

Hls son consented to thls, but the
old lord, who has just celebrated lt*.
seventleth blrthday, nnd who iis a vet-
eran of the Indlan Mutlny, of tho Crl-
mean War and of the Abysslnlan cam¬
paign, has evor since decllned to snr-
render tho Harperstown place. Tho
trustees of the master of Ruthven were
In cousequenco forced to apply to the
Scotcli ccurts t. Insist on tho ej»ecu-
tlon of tho agreement, and on Lor*!
Ruthven decllnlng to comp..y wlth tho
decislon of the Edlnburgh trlbunols,
a. warrant wus Issued for hls arro.*..

Lord Ruthven bears a titlo famlllar
to nll the students of Scottlsh hlstory.
The thlrd Lord Ruthven was tho nrln-
clpal actor In the murder of Rlzzlo,
the troubador, favorlto of Mary Queen
of Scots, ln the palace of Holyrood. Hls
successor. the fourth lord, was the
hero of the historic rnld of Ruthven,
which had for Its object the kldnapplng
of her scma, King James VI., whllo thls
lord's sorj. iu turn. was kllled In the
so-called Gowrle consplracy. which had
for its aim the assassination of thls
same-King James. The Ruthvens take-
tlielr namo from the Castle of Ruthven,
in Forfarshlre, but it was entirely de-
mollshed ln tha Jelghteenth century,
and the only thlng to mark its slte is
the knoll called "the Gallows Hlll." on
which a permanent gallows was maln-
talned by the lords of Ruthven for tha
swinglng Into eternlty of thoso who
had Incurred thelr diS/Pleasure.
The Lord Ruthven of to-day and hls

four soldler sons have nll borne them-
selves so bravoly ln battle, tho second
0011 wlnnlng the Vlctorla cross ln tho
Soudan, and tho thlrd the dlstlngulshed
servlce order In South Africa, that tt
Is to be regretted that thelr clalm
to the barony of Ruthven should be
so exceedlngly questlonable, that If it
were an Engllsh instead of a Scotch
dlgnlty the head of the famlly would
certalnly never be permitted by the
committee of prlvlleges of tlio House
of Lords to take hls seat ln the upper
chamber or the Natlonal Legislature
at AVestmlnster. The Lords of Ruth¬
ven of the Mary Queen of Scots epoch
forfeited all thelr honors ln connection
with the Gowrle consplracy of 1600
ngalnst James VI. of Scotland and
James I. of Kngland. Later, Thomas
Ruthven,. great-great-grandson of the
second peer of the early Stuart ora, is
asserted to have been created Lord
Ruthven of Freeland. Apparently thls
dignlty was created by Ollver, Crom-
well; for it.«r date is glven as 1K..1.
that ls to say, shortly after the execu-
tlon of Charles I., and fully nlne years
before Charles II. was restored to the
throne.
Now, although 1651 ls glven as the

data of the creatlon of the barony, the
exact date of the patent ls unknown.
Thero Is no offlclal record of Its exlst-
ence, either at Edlnburgh or anywhere
else; lt was never. reglstered as re¬
qulred by law, nor a copy made of It,
aud as, moreovor, there Is no "docquet"
or slgn ma-nual thereof, Its contents
are wholly unknown.
We have the word of the present

Ruthvens that the original document
was ln existence for nearly 100 years,
and that It was destroyed in a flre
which took place at Freeland In 1750.
Of course, the questlon wlll naturally
arlse, as to why lf it was in existence
for nlnety-nlne .years.. and in tha pos-
sesslon of the family. no copy thereof
should ever h/ive bpen mnde, or any
steps taken to register It.
Nor is this all. David, the only. son

and llelr.«___f thls alleged Cromwellian
Lord Ruthven of Freeland. died wlthout
male issue, as one of the lords of the
treasury of William III... leavlng hls
estates to the youngest of hls slsters.
Jean. On her death wlthout lssue. the
estates were inherited by her nophew.
Sir William Cunnlngham. Nelrher
Jean Ruthven nor Sir William Cum*
ningham dreamtof puttlng forward any.
clalm to the barony of Ruthven, which
ln "Crawford's Peerage of Scotland,"
a standard and official work, publlshed
at, Edlnburgh In 1716,- ls descrlbed as
havlng become extlnct. Slr. William
Cunnlngham also dled' wlthout lssue.
and then the estates went.to Isabel
Ruthven. a nleco of David, Lord Ruth¬
ven, and of hls sister Jean. She mar¬
rled a Colonel James Johnston, of
Graltney, and accordlng to Lord Halles,
"in a Jesting way," applied for a sum-

! mons to the coronatlon of King George
II. as hclress not only of the Ruthven
estates, but also of the Cromwellian
barony of Ruthven. She received the
lnvltatlon to the.coronatlon, and a let¬
ter ls in existence ln which she de¬
clares that thls was her patent, and
tliat she would preserve It as such In
her charter chest. ..

Now. ln ihe flrst place, there ls noth¬
lng whatsoever to show that Cromwell
ever- recreated the barony'of Ruthven
in/1651, nor is there- apy evidence
Whatsoever to demonstrate that thls
barony,- if really recreated by Crom¬
well, was Inherltable through the fe¬
male llne. On the contrary, there ls
much In favor of the bellef that the
barony, such as it was, was llmlted
to helrs male, and that, as asserted by
"Crawford's Peerage of Scotland" arid
other standard w*ork# of-,the flrst two
or three decades of. the-elghteenth cen¬
tury, lt had become extlnct wlth the
death' of David, Lord Ruthven.
The son of Isabel Ruthven and of

Coi. James Johnston. of Graltney. as-
sumed on hls mother's death tho title
of' Lord Ruthven, on the strength of
her lnvltatlon to King George II.'s.
coronatlon'ns a peeress, and hls grand-
son, who wns also a self-styled Lord.
Ruthven, dled wltfcout lssue. leavlng
the Ruthven estates to hls sister, Mary.
marrled at the beglnnlng of the last
'century to a Scotch. county magnate,
Walter Hor.. of I-Iarporstown. County
Waxford. The prosent Lord Ruthven
is hor grandson. A pecullar feature
about thls house ls that, although it is
so lamontably, lacklng ln documentary
evtdcnco cif the authentlclty of its hon¬
ors, Its family motto conslsts of the
elngularly inapproprlate words, "Deeds
show." .

In Kngland some oheck.exlsta-on the
nssumptlon of peerages. since all Lng-
Itsh peerages carry wlth them a seat
lu the Houso of Lords, and no one can
take hls plaoo in- that ohamboi; until
tho questlon of his heredltary rlghts
hns been passed upon by a trlbunal ot
noers known as tho committee of prlvl-
bges of the House of Lords. Only af¬
ter the .latter has mad.P ita report to,

the orown doos the sovere|gn lssue tho
summons, wlthout w*i«vh .no-aeat ln
the House of Lords can he taken. But
ln Scotland there¦ ls noth ng .vhatao-.
ever to prevent the aeeumptlon of peer-i

j. ages, Ia Iftot, thes* assumj. .1°-nft aa*

unchnllenged unlnan a countorclalm
ii.-ippoiiH lo bring tho nueatlon to an
laaue, or votea tendered In respect of
them havo turhnd the acalo at on elec¬
tlon of represe'ntatlve peera of Parlln-
ment at Ilolyiood. The Lord Clerk
tleglster of Scotland, in hia ovldenoo
givon beforo tho aeloct committeo of
tho Ilouao of Lords In 1882, admltted
that "as tlio lnw now stands, Scotch
peeragen mny be nssumed and held for
gonerntlons by persons who have' not
tnken nny stops whatsoovor to establlsh
thelr clalm."
Even in Rngiana there la no check

In ¦tho caso of a woman's nnr.umptlon
of nn nnclent peerago by wrlt, and U
la a well known fact that ln tho elgh-
teenth century thore wero no lesa than
threo wrongful ansumptlons by women
of peeroges, namnly, tho sol-dlsant
Barrtneas Cromwall, who mado uae of
the tltie from JB87 to 1700, and on thostrength of her, aasumptlon tvas Invited
as a pecress to the funeral of Queen
Mary and th«; coronatlon of Queen
Anne. nnd tho" equaliy aol-dlsant
llnroness Dudley, wno naaumed that
tllle from 17r,7 to .1762 wlthout any
veatlge of a rlght, whilo the bona fldo
Lady* Austen, tho wlfo of a knight.
coolly asaumed thp. style of a peeresa
In her own rlght as Baroness "Lo
Dcspencer from 17S.1 ,to 1784. All these
three caaes wero pteces of totally un-
wnrrnntnhle usurtpatlon. f
(Copyrlght. 1908, by tho Brentwood Co.)

STATE PRESS
Cured of That.
Tho New York World and other more rfr

less Democr.itlc contemporarlcs nre wrang-
ling over "how can tho Democrats expect
to get tho negro vote." General Grant Is
niertlted tvlth hnvlng snld thnt tho Demo¬
crats mlght always be relled on to do some¬
thing foollsh, or words to thnt effect. but
wo have not yi.t heard of any Democrat
foollsh enough to expect to got tho negro
vote elther In a national, State or municipal
electlon. The Democrats were long ago
cured of that form of Idlocy..IMterstnirg
lndcx-Appeal.
Waste ln Bad Roads. f

Statlstlcs show that bad roads coat the
farmers of tho Unlted States moro to han!
thelr crops to market thsn lt does the rail¬
roads to operato their entlre system. It Is
estlmated that lf tho farmers bad had-*goodhard roads lo haul thelr crops over durlng
the year 1907 they would hav« saved $27.-
oon.oon. And yet there aro somo farmers
who wlli fight nny mov* toward tho better-
Ing of our publlc hlghways..-Chase Clty
Progress.

Mon**.* and the Schools.
Some of the best educatlonal work In

America has been done and Is stlll b»lns
deno by church schools that are poor. Bet¬
ter povarty wlth dflBomlnatlonal loyally ns
k roserv-. asset than endowments and teach¬
ers' pensions wlthout. Tho, produotlve ca¬
paclty ln the former case Is Inflnltely great¬
er than In the latrer. And tha quallty of
the restiltant offeet not to be compared.
.Harrlsonhurg News.

Brynn's Forerunner.
Tresldent Roosevelt has selected Mr. Taft

to succeed hlm In the Whlte House. Ho has
secured hls nomlnatlon, and will now ust,
hls mighty lnfluenco tn elect hlm. But no
matter how hard he may work for Taft, the
arts of hls ndmlnlstratlon wlli work for
Bryan. Presld.nt Roosevelt has undoubted¬
ly blazed the way fnr Bryan and made hls
path moro easy. Roosevelt has been tho
forerunner of Bryan and the expounder of
hls doctrines. Bryan planned and Roose¬
velt ex.ecuted..Newport News Tlmes-Herald.

Tho Yetira Gllde By.
There was nt tlmo when Senator Danlel

would have baen asked to tako part In the
nomination of Mr. Bryan, but the. honor
has been glven to Governor Swanson thls
t-.me. Tlmes change and men change, too,
and tho man who hnasts of hls conslstency
slmply don't see himself as others do./ If
Mr. Jefferson should rlse from hls grave,jkndmeet prosent day Democraey full In/the
face. wo doubt If ho would rccognlzo'lt..
Appomattox Tlmes.

Hard Tlmes Campalgn.
Contrlbutlons exaetod of tha hlgh flnan-

cicrs and tho corporatlons are In the nature
of blackmatl, glven tn seoure protectlon, and
It would bo becomlng.ln the Democratic
party to lot these peoplo alnn*.
Wo Imaglne It ls going to b» dlfflcult

for both partles thls year to nnance tho
campalgn. They will have to cut down
the hlgh-prlced spell-blndlng and trust to
Iccal people f> look after the party Inler-
e&ts.
Too much money has been spent of lato

years, and it will bo a wholesome change
lf the contrlbutlons run llghter than here-
tofore..Staunton Dlspatoh.
Teachers* Pensions.
Fortunutely for Virginia teachers and for

Virginia schools, a retlrement fund has been
provlded for teachers who have worn oui
In ths servlce, but no teacher should be
tctlred slmply because ho or she Is old In
years ln order to make room for thoso who
at* younger. Our publlc school system
should be an Instructor In morals and fair
deallng, as well aa In .mental nccompllsh-
m.nts...Newport News Tlmes-Herald.

Caln'a ATtfe.
"I never dtscuss marriage," sald the late

General Fltzhugh Lee. "wlthout thlnklng
of an ald colored preachor in my State,
who was addresslng hls dark-sktnned con-
grcgatlon, when a whlte man arose ln tho
back of tho building. 'Mr. Preacher," sald
the whlte man, 'you are talklng about Caln.
and you say lie got marrled in the land
of Nod. after he killed Abel. But the Blble
mentions only Adam and Eve as belng on
earth at that tlme. Who, then. dld Caln
marry?' The colored preacher snorted
wlth unfelgned contempt. 'Huhl' ho snld,
'you hear dat, braderen an' slstera? You
hear dat fool questlon I am axed? Caln
he went to do land of Nod, Just as do Good
Book tells us, an' in de-land.o' Nod Caln
glts so lazy an' so shlf'less dat ho up an'
marrles a gal o' ono o' dem no 'count pore
whito trash famllles dat do Insplerd apostle
dld n't conslder flttln' to mention ln da
Holy Word.' ".Everybody'a Magazlne.

Gcrmany's Forests.
Tho German empire has nearly 85,000,-

000 acres of forest, of whlch 3X.9 per cent.
belongs to the State, 1.8 per cent. to tho
Crown, 16.1 per oent. to "communltles, 46.S
per cent. to private persons, 1.6_por c»nt.
to corporatlons, and the remainder to in-
stltutlons and nssoclatlons. 'Thero Is a Ilt¬
tlo over threo-P.fths of an acro of foreBt for
each eitizen,- and though flfty-three cubln
.feet of wood to the acro Is produced ln a
year, wood imports have lncroaslngly ex-
cceded wood exporta for over forty years,
and 300,000,000 cubic feet, valued at .80,-
000,000, or over one-slxth of tho home con-
sumptlon. ls now Imported each yoac.Ger-
many's dralns on forelgn countrles aro in
tho followlng order: Austria-Hungary,
19,760,000 tons: Russla and Flnland, ls.ooo,.
000 tons; 8weden.-608.000 tons; the Unlted
Ktates, 36,000 tons: Norway, 49,000 tons.
Kclentlflo Amerlcan.

Banking by Mail Wisdom
There is .wisdom in having an account with

the Merchants National Bank' of Richmond
arid making your deposits by mail.
r. It is not'only safe, but so convenient that
you will surely appreciate the time it will save

you. -'.,/ {
We very cordlally Invlte you to bank wlth usby.rt.all. further

partlculars upon request.
Throo per cent. Int6rest pald on i aavlnga accounts, compounded

seml-annually fronj date. of deposlt. _¦

"SAFEST Fr_)R SAVINGS"

The Merchants NationalBanK
U01 EAST MAIN STnEET, hlCHMONO, VA.

Depoaltary of the Vnltctl 8tn_e», State of Vl.-j.lnln and Clty of Rfchmoml.

Capital, $200,000.00 Surplus, $830,000.00

Tl.c frlmnry nnd (lie Conventlon.
Edltor of 'lhe Tlmefl-Dlnpalcli:Slr,.i h.U'o just rond your edltorlal
In T.hursday's pnpcr, entltied "Har¬
mony," tho meat of whlcli, aslde from
some. ploasnntry at my nxpense nnd
some glittoflng generalltloB stated wlth
the usual dogmatlsin of edltors, calls
upon me to show how "a combination
of tho prlinary and conventlon system..
In such a way that tlio eoneliiHlveneH.
of tho ono uiirl iho harmony IIowiiih
from the other can both be oecurotl."
The spuco nllotted to mo wlll not per.

mlt me to glvo moro thon a baro out*
llne of tho plan suggosted by me. Bo¬
fore doing thls, however, permtt me to
relicarso nnmo very recent political hls¬
tory ot whlcli ynu und the public ar«
not, pt-rJu-ps, entlro cognlzant. /

It wlll bo recalled tnat nt the Roa¬
noko conventlon the committeo on res.
oluttoms, to whom thls matter was re¬
ferred, i-iii. almost in continuous session
from _! o'clock untll 0. When the cdm.
mlttco on 'resolutlons orgunlzed Hon,
Jumcs Hay was mndo cnairinan, und
I was mado secretary, The chairman
of the committeo on resolutlons ap¬
polnted a subcommittee,, conslstlng of
slx, to draw up resolutlons on thc prl¬
mary syntenf. I was chairman of thla
subcommittee. Tlio mibcommlttee,
upon organlzutlon, went at length lnta
tho prlmnry plan. lt was nt onco np-
parent that tho members ot thls com-'
mlttee stood four to two for lettlng
the prlmary stand Just ns it ia. Fl¬
nally, ns a compromlse, the committeo
reported a rcsolutlon which ln effect
provided that In all prlmary electlonii
for Congressmen and Stnte offlcers
elected by the people, ond Unlted
State Scnators, the peoplo should voto
dlrectly for such olllcers, and, at tho
same time for delegntcs to » conven-
Mon.
And such delegates, ln conventlon

assemblcd, should construct a plat¬
form, provlde revenue, nppolnt com¬
mittees to seo that all Democrats are
reglstered and tholr poll taxes pald,
to arrango for rallles, and to performall functlons and bo vested wlth all
other powers of tho Democratic partyIn such district or In the State. The
prosldlng offlcer ot such conventlon
should declaro as nomlnees of tbe partytho candldates for ofllce reeelvlng the
hlghcBt number of votes ln the prl¬
mary.
The subcommittee also reported a

minorlty report, whleh virtualiy was
tho abovo plan, wlth amendments, and
which Is tho plan whleh 1 wlll later
suggest.
When theso reports came ln the del¬

egate from Richmond city, Mr. A. B.
Wllllams. offerod as a substltuto for
the whole a resolution. whlcli wa»
flnally adopted, which submltted the
whole prlmnry questlon to the St-ate
Central Committeo, and authorlzed
them to make such amendments look¬
lng to securlng a mujorlry vote and
chcapenlng the expense to the candl¬
dates, whlcli was ainended ,011 motion
of Mr. Tato Irvlne, who opposed th<
whole prlmary plan, no as to roqulretho Central Committee to InvestigAtethe whole prlmary plan and report to
the next Stnte conventlon. to be hold
ln 1D1_". a cotnpleto plan for nominat-
ing offlcers.

It wlll bo thus seen that the StatoCentral Committee ls the forum towhich thla wholo questlon has heenreferred, .-.nd in which It must andwill be fought out durlng th* n.\tTour year.. Contrary to thc opinionof most of the newspaper.. of tho Statotho flght for the p'erfeetion of the pri-'mary or the flght for tho perpetuatlonof the conventlon system. whlchevcr
you choo..e tc. call It. haH Just bpgun.A close examinatlon of the majorityreport of the subcommittee abovo out-lined shows this result: Flrst. it ro-tains tho prlmary system of nominot-Ing offlcer.! and Its conclusiveness; spc-ond. lt retaln:. the conventlon system
as a permanent means of organlzatlon;thlrd. by retalnlng tho conventlon »v_.
tem the party ls wolded into a tlghtinnfqree, ar.d by this rai-ans the otlu>rfunctlons of a party. whlcli aro Ig*.nored ontlrely by the primary, aro per-petuated.
What I concelve to bo Its defocts

are, flrst, lt does not provlde for a
majority vote ln tho nominatjon of
candldates; second. by taking a_wuyfrom the delegates all' power ln the
selectlon of caqdtdates the lnterest
taken in polltlcs by tho average man.
which In s .If-government ls the thlngmost to be deslred, wlll be somewhat
lessened. v

Tho plan which I suggest as glving
us "a combination of the prlmary and
conventlon systems ln Kueh a way that
the conclusiveness of the ono and tho
harmony flowlng from the otherr cnn
both be Hocureil." is tho plan abovo
outllnod wlth thls amendment: If no
candldato for ofllco rerelven a majorityof all of tho votos east In the district
or State, then the delegates from
each magisterfal district or ward(which aro made the unlt of
reprosentatlon) must east tho votf to
which they are entltied in proportion
as the respectlvo candldates voted for
received votes ln the prlmary, drop-plng tho lowest mon on the second bal¬
lot, and hls strength only to bo voted
as tho delegates desire,.

lt no randldate recelves the ma¬
jority of all of the votes on tho second
ballot, then the candldato rcceivingthe lowest number of votes on the sec¬
ond ballot ls dropped and thc candi¬
date last dropped may be put back- in
nomination. and tho strength of thocandidate not in nominatlrln nn the
thlrd ballot may bo divlded hy such
delegates as they seo fit among the
remaintng candldates, and so on untll
somo one is nomlnated by recolvlng a
majority of all of the votes. If each
of the candldates has. been dropped
onco and no one has secured a ma-
jorlty, then the delegates aro to bo
froe to .vote for any or'all of 'such
candldates, or any other candidate who
may bo placed ln nomination, untll
some one secures a'majorlty.

I cannot trespass further upon" your
space to point out the good teatures
of thls plan. But ariy one who ls well
posted ln such matters can easjly _eehow lt dlffers from the North Carollna
plan, and Its consoquent deadlock,which so much excited Tho Times-Dis¬
patch, on the ono hand. and what an
Immense Jmproyemont to our present
prlmary plau It ls on the other hand.Its chlef^features aro that it pro.serves tho/prlmary plan. but requlros
a majority of votes to nominate. Al-lowlng tho people to vote dlrectly forthe candidate. but lf a majority of ihovoters do not agree on the nqmlnoe.then the people delegate their power to
name a candldato to thelr agents, re¬
presentatlves or delegates who aro to
speak for them, but who are controlledin a largo measuro by tho Instructlona
of thelr prlnclpals. Tt.also retalnswhat
to my mind Is of the most vital con-
soquence, especlally ln Southwest Vir¬
glnla and other cohtested locallties.-a
flghtlng' organlzatlon.
Be/dt understood that I favor, and

alwayT. have favored, the prlmary sys¬
tem of nominatlng local offlcers where
the lssue Is bot.ween men and not
measures. Yours very truly,

ROBT. W. WITHERS.
Suffolk, Va., July 2, 1908.


